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Analytical study of playing the longa ganun quartet, Riad
Al-Sunbati

Abstract:

The Qanun is one of the most special musical instruments which is
characterized by its wide sound abilities.It has different sound areas that
combines the melody tonic and its treble. Moreover, the acoustic area has
a standard range of three and a half octaves but most Qanun compositions
are monophonic which is the basic characteristic of Arab music in
general, and especially in Arabic instrumental forms.

Though, the instrumental compositions have interests in general and they
do not focus on the instrument’s abilities , and it is possible that it can be
played by other Arabic Takht (The Kaman, The Nay,The Oud). This was
the research question, so the researcher thought of preparing Longa Riad
Al-Sunbati for more than a Qanun to show the instrument’s potentials
and to add a new soul to the compositions of Arabic instrumental
forms.Thus, we can enrich performance by groups with intensive
melodic that are lacked in Arab traditional compositions.
Riad Al-Sunbati is one of the most prominent Arab musicians. He is
unique in composing the Qasidah, and has many variety works, but
Longa Riad is his only experience in this form.
Longa Riad is characterized in this suggested method with various
techniques that may contribute to acquire the Qanun player many skills.

The study aimed to know the form of Longa and Riad Al-Sunbati
and setting LongaRiad with the preparation it to be performed by four
Qanun instruments in proportion to the abilities of the instrument in
performing expressive and playing skills in order to help the player by
using those skills.

The researcher presented research results and its explanations by
answering the research questions. Finally, recommendations, Arabic and
foreign references and abstract were presented.
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