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An analytical study of Gustav Mahler's method in formulating
harmonic plans For the German song ** When my love gets married"
Abstract
The German Lied perfectly aligns with the romantic spirit, which

leans toward the literary and pictorial aspects of art, This preference is
more evident in song composition than in symphonic works, The German
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Lied is a musical setting of lyrical poetry, employing both piano and
human voice. It has also been performed with orchestral accompaniment,
as exemplified by Gustav Mahler in “When My Sweetheart is Married”.
In this form, the composer strives to convey the underlying meaning of
the poem, The structure of the German Lied is not bound by a specific
pattern of repetition; instead, the poem itself dictates the form of each
song. A significant part of the impact of the German Lied can be
.attributed to the poetic nature of the lyrics
Gustav Mahler (1860-1911), an Austrian composer, is recognized
as one of the leading figures of the late Romantic period and the early
modern era, Mahler’s musical genius, particularly in conducting, earned
him great acclaim among his contemporaries, His compositions are
characterized by sharp dynamic contrasts, where he masterfully shifts
from whisper-like softness to thunderous intensity.
This research aims to explore Mahler’s harmonic approach in
composing “When My Sweetheart is Married” and to analyze his
orchestral arrangement of the song, The findings address the research
questions, concluding with recommendations, suggestions, and references
in both Arabic and foreign languages, along with a summary of the study.
Keywords: Harmonic Planning, Gustav Mahler, German Lied.
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