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Abstract:

Symbols play a pivotal role in literature and art, transcending literal
words to delve into deeper meanings and connotations that reflect
underlying issues beyond the surface of the text. Theater is one of the
most prominent arts that rely on symbolism to convey its messages, as
symbols provide authors and creators the opportunity to deliver social and
political criticism indirectly, adding depth and attractiveness to the
theatrical work, thereby engaging the audience and stimulating their
thought. In this context, the play "Ah Ya Balad" by Wahid Hamed stands
as a work where symbols are clearly embodied, as symbols were carefully
used to reflect the issues and concerns of Egyptian society.

This study aims to explore the connotations of symbols in the play
"Ah Ya Balad" and analyze their role in character development, plot
progression, and conveying critical messages about societal issues.
Through this analysis, the study seeks to demonstrate the depth of the
writer Wahid Hamed's vision in using symbols as an artistic tool and how
he projected real-life issues onto the stage in an artistic manner that
provokes interaction and thought. The researcher used the semiotic
approach to identify and interpret the symbols used in the play,
understanding their overt and covert meanings, as well as analyzing each
symbol in the play as a sign carrying meaning and significance.

The study arrived at a set of findings, most notably:

1. Symbols were not merely tools but rather a mirror through which
Wahid Hamed presented his intellectual and social stances and his
critical observations about political corruption, social injustice, and
class disparity.

2. Symbols contribute to building dramatic climaxes and enhance the
bitter irony between false promises and harsh reality.

3. Symbols were not merely artistic tools but were part of the dramatic
fabric that contributes to character formation and plot movement.
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4. The most prominent symbols in the characters were embodied in the
mayor, Ayousha, and Khafaga, and the talk about chickens and chicks
symbolizes the peasants and the simple who are considered as mere
commaodities in the hands of authority, not allowed to appear or express
their real problems.

5. The language used by the mayor and other characters symbolizes
manipulation and covering up the harsh reality lived by the villagers.

Keywords: Symbol connotation, Wahid Hamed, Ah Ya Balad play
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